
ekinghistory.com · Event 042 · Grade 4 · Explain with evidence 1

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORY EXPLORERS · EVENT 042 / 100

John Quincy Adams and Amistad
1841 | Grade 4 · Explain with evidence

Words to know

resist — act against a force, rule, or demand

court — a place or group that decides legal cases

freedom — the ability to live and act without unjust control

Look closely

John Quincy Adams

Read the story

Captive Africans aboard La Amistad resisted enslavement. Their case reached the
U.S. Supreme Court. John Quincy Adams helped argue for their freedom. The
Africans’ own resistance began this fight.

The Court recognized that these captives had been illegally enslaved. The decision
did not abolish slavery in the United States. A film can introduce the case but is not
a transcript of the arguments.
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Think, talk, and show evidence

1. State the main idea. Support it with two details from the reading.

2. Explain a change or challenge described in the text. Which words support your
answer?

3. Use one vocabulary word in a new sentence about this event.

4. What can the image and caption help explain? What can they not tell you?

Follow-up reading: Thoreau at Walden Pond
1845

Henry David Thoreau moved into a small house near Walden Pond. He observed
nature and thought about how people live. He later wrote Walden. The pond is in
Concord, and his stay lasted about two years.

Transcendentalist ideas existed before Thoreau moved there. He was not
completely isolated from society. Compare the actual setting and his relationships
with the image of a person living entirely alone.

Compare the two readings. Explain one similarity or difference using a detail from
each. Their order does not prove that one caused the other.
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Teacher guide & source trail
Original classroom adaptation. Suggested reading levels are instructional choices, not standardized readability
certifications. Use professional judgment and learner feedback.

ELA practice: RI.4.1: refer to details; RI.4.2: main idea and summary; RI.4.3: explain events; RI.4.7: interpret visual
information; W.4.2 and SL.4.1: explain and discuss.

These tasks support selected skills in the Massachusetts 2017 ELA framework; they do not establish mastery of an entire
standard.

Answer guidance
Factual anchor: Captive Africans aboard La Amistad resisted enslavement. Their case reached the U.S. Supreme Court.
John Quincy Adams helped argue for their freedom. The Africans’ own resistance began this fight. The Court recognized
that these captives had been illegally enslaved. The decision did not abolish slavery in the United States. A film can
introduce the case but is not a transcript of the arguments.

Accept accurate main ideas and explanations supported by the text. Vocabulary meanings are in the opening word bank.
For picture questions, use the caption and credit below; distinguish what is visible from what is inferred. For comparison,
accept a specific connection supported by both readings. Do not require personal accounts of trauma.

Continue the inquiry
Research source for this event ↗

Research source for follow-up ↗

Event page, accessible HTML reading, and vocabulary game ↗

Image: Mathew Brady / Wikimedia Commons / Public domain

Image source and rights record ↗

The PDF contains selectable English text and embedded fonts. For adjustable text and browser reading tools, use the
event’s HTML page. External sources may need adult guidance.

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/ela/2017-06.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/amistad
https://www.nps.gov/places/walden-pond-in-the-walden-pond-state-reservation.htm
https://ekinghistory.com/event-042/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AJQA_Photo_Crop_%28cropped%29.jpg

