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Words to know

message — information sent to someone

network — connected people, places, or machines

invent — create a new tool, process, or idea

Look closely

Modern topic illustration created for Massachusetts History Explorers. It is not a historical artifact.



ekinghistory.com · Event 077 · Grade 8 · Analyze & connect 2

Read the story

Ray Tomlinson worked in Cambridge on early computer networks. He sent an early
network email and used the at sign to help identify the user and computer. Messages
could move between connected machines.

Earlier systems already had forms of electronic messaging. Tomlinson’s milestone
concerns network email between computers. Explain the specific innovation rather than
calling every computer message the first email.

A scientific or engineering milestone is part of a longer process. A patent, experiment,
public demonstration, and widely used product are different events. Investigate the work
of teams as well as famous individuals. Ask what the evidence demonstrates, who could
benefit, and what limitations remained. A later success does not mean people could
predict it at the time.
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Think, talk, and show evidence

1. Write an objective summary. Separate the event from the writer’s interpretation of its
importance.

2. Explain a cause, consequence, or continuity supported by the text. Identify a connection
that would need more evidence.

3. Open the research source. Identify its creator or institution and purpose. Is it a
contemporary source, a later account, or both?

4. Evaluate the image’s date and purpose. Explain one useful detail and one limitation
without treating an illustration as eyewitness evidence.

Follow-up reading: Boston school desegregation
1974

A federal judge ordered changes after finding that Boston schools had been deliberately
segregated. Busing became part of the response. Students and families experienced
conflict, danger, and efforts toward fairer access.

Judge W. Arthur Garrity’s order addressed government responsibility for segregation.
Resistance included racist violence. Study students’ experiences and court evidence
alongside debates about transportation.

Write a paragraph comparing these events. Use evidence from both passages, distinguish
chronology from causation, and identify a perspective missing from the readings.
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Teacher guide & source trail
Original classroom adaptation. Suggested reading levels are instructional choices, not standardized readability
certifications. Use professional judgment and learner feedback.

ELA practice: RI.8.1: cite evidence; RI.8.2: objective summary; RI.8.6: analyze purpose and viewpoint; RH.6–8.1–2: evidence
and summary in history; W.8.2: explanatory writing.

These tasks support selected skills in the Massachusetts 2017 ELA framework; they do not establish mastery of an entire
standard.

Answer guidance
Factual anchor: Ray Tomlinson worked in Cambridge on early computer networks. He sent an early network email and
used the at sign to help identify the user and computer. Messages could move between connected machines. Earlier
systems already had forms of electronic messaging. Tomlinson’s milestone concerns network email between computers.
Explain the specific innovation rather than calling every computer message the first email.

Accept accurate main ideas and explanations supported by the text. Vocabulary meanings are in the opening word bank.
For picture questions, use the caption and credit below; distinguish what is visible from what is inferred. For comparison,
accept a specific connection supported by both readings. Do not require personal accounts of trauma.

Continue the inquiry
Research source for this event ↗

Research source for follow-up ↗

Event page, accessible HTML reading, and vocabulary game ↗

Image: Original site illustration.

Image source and rights record ↗

The PDF contains selectable English text and embedded fonts. For adjustable text and browser reading tools, use the
event’s HTML page. External sources may need adult guidance.

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/ela/2017-06.pdf
https://www.internethalloffame.org/inductee/raymond-tomlinson/
https://education.blogs.archives.gov/2014/10/17/boston-schools-desegregation-case/
https://ekinghistory.com/event-077/
https://ekinghistory.com/teacher/

